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Let not Inna hope nor ſpirits fail: 
la each ſad hour of forrow or diſtreſs, 
Still let her not deſpair of happineſs : 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Ting aqui me = caps fo the 
as the preduttion of a very young Lady, who 
2 „ r e eee e 
requifites of « Noveliſt. But as in juvenile per- 
en N inflances will 
| f powers of imagination unreflrained by the 
4 actiid > his 
„„ OT Ry 
” OO. lebt; and if partiality ſbould 
influence opinion, the Volumes now pre- 
| ſented tothe Public, will furniſh a pleaſing entertainment 
pally intended. | 
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wor Ways wing for me to take 2 
walk. I maf}, thergfore, go ſure to come 
home as much in the vapours as if I had been to 
church, which, by the bye, I am often obliged to 
do. But I am called again; fo muſt bid you adicu. 
Yours, as uſual, 


LETTER I 
Miſe Belville to Lady Caroline Benſon. 


peat your 
« will launch, like moſt other young of fa- 
* ſhjon, all at once into the gay circle of life. A 
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NEE D not tell my friend Harry how glad I am 

to hear he is coming to town Ar 

I am ſorry to inform . — 

ſure of ſecing him, as I am obliged to ſet off * 
ſhire immediately: his next letter, therefore, 


directed for me at Sir Charles Burton's. Adieu, my 
— — 363 
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Lady Caroline Benſon ts Miſe Syancer.. 
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perceives I flight her; and as ſhe has no ſmall ſhare 


of ſpirit or pride, ſhe-won't chuſe to bear with my— 
But I am interrupted. A . : 
5 1 } ours, . Wikis cid 

C. BENSON. 
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A Thernten to Miſs Meadous. | 
Dew i ol 2; "T6; 26 | nb 
Irrer learn from your laſt 
2 that you had been indifpoſed 3 my anxi- 


however, was ſtill increaſed, 


ety for your happinchs, 
when 1 found that your fituation 


hand, tin 
Intended, 
I not bee 
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wards, I aſked her how long 
She anſwered, about two 
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quite alone Atter the uſual i 

were paſſed on both ſides, I took occafion to aſk her 
who the lady was F had feen with her the preceding 
evening AL ady Caroline pretended at firſt to have 
| forgot whom I awxcant; but at laſt recollecting her- 
ſell —* C! Jemima Meadows you mean 
„She lives with me We faw one another in 
«© the country. I took a liking to ber fo much, 
* that I aſked Reer 
«< She complicd, as wanted to be a companion 
* to a lady; for the poor thing has neither father 
« nor mother.” This was all | could learn from 
ber ladyſhip. 1» 
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i y dear julia's letter laſt night, and 
am very much obliged to her for the deſcription 


piece 
Au the | 


will be the man._—But my hair-dreffer 
maſt, therefore, bid you adieu for the preſent ; 
will reſume my-pen when I return from the Opera. 
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IN CONTINUATION. 


We readily aſſented; but had 
y got out of the Haymarket before the coach 
broke down. Lady Caroline and I ſcicaming out 


line? Inſtead of anſwering my queſtion, he begged 
| myſelf : as to her Ladyſhip, he faid, 
ſhe was very ſafe, and, he ſuppoſed, by that time at 
ing faid this, he attempted to take me 
5 but ſtarting from him, I exclaincd, 
ns Lady Caroline gone home 
am I? 

With a man, my angel, who adores you,” 
again advancing towards 


me. 
I retreated to the door, and attempted to open it, 


found it locked. Terrified as I was, and ready 
to fink with apprehenſion, I turned to him, and fail, 
6 For God's ſake, Sir William, tell me, w hat does 
all this mean? Explain this myſtery.” wk 
4 1 w1 
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* 128988. be) if Mie Meadows will be 
thought it beſt to aſſent. Then, as if recolle&- 


ſtarting from my chair, « doyout think | will tay to 
take reſt in a houte I know nothing of ?” 

He ſmiled, and in a carcleſs manner 

** You are likely ro:do it, I affure you, Madam :” 
— 4.4. 04 21 


made the following audacious 


© birth, — 5 — 
* I took this method, however fingular it may ap- 

122 Be aſſured, in 
** lovely] 


£ fortune, ſervants, every 
a will retire with y part 
o the moſt agreeable to you, till the talk of the 
* town 1s a little over.” 
Here he ftopp'd, as if waiting for my reply. As 
to myſelf, it is impoſſible to defcribe how I f:it ; but 
my head grew giddy, my blood chilled in every vein, {- - 
and I ſeil ſenſeleſs on the floor. How long I conti- 
nued in this ſituation I know not; but when I reco- 
vered I found my ſelf on a ſoſa, the vile Sir Wikiam 
kneeling at my feet, with both my hands in his, 
which he preſſed alternately, and a vulgar ill look- 
—— IIIng a 
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gan to ſpeak, be made 2 motion for the woman to 


retire) | 
Pray Sir, does Lady Caroline know of your 
3 and is it with her concurrence that 


* ſhip's ſervants then appearing 
«© 2 coach waited to convey her home: ſhe preſſed 
% your hand, and recommending you io the care of 


4 of my own fex ſhould have fo kttie humanity, ho- 


nour, or feeling, as to kave a young woman like 
me, unprotected, and without a friend of my own 
ſex near me, to the care of ſtrangers, whom ſhe 
and I had never ſeen before, and likewiſe to the diſ- 
cretion of a man of whom ſhe had no reaſon to en- 
tertain a very good opinion. | 

„ Well, Sir, (replicd I) and is this the houſe 
«© which Lady Caroline was ſo obliging as to leave 
e mein?” He 
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in I ſhuddered ; but fear made me 
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Aud pray, Sir, what excuſe have you to ofer 
4 for this fingular behaviour 


is 


the 

his attempt 
he next begge 
ing me that 
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off 


if 00 etl care what all the work thinks provided 
lam out of your hands and this houſe. 


« Cruel 
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«© Cruel girl!” replied he ; but going to the door 

and Oy he ordered = coach tn be called. Ber 

fore he ſhut it again, ſome new trea- 
chery, I puſhed by him, and before he had power to 

— wh 1— I few up it, and by 

r 

to Berkley-Square. This they complied with, 


_ they carried me very ſaſely to Lady Caroline's houſe. 
I ave them hello nee tee hore rants, and tel- 
ling the ſervants to let me know as ſoon as their 
Lady was ſtirring, haſtencd to my own 
where I have wrote thus far. But I hear 


to give my dear 
ſcene. 


20 HISTORY OF 
treated me rather as a friend than an humble com- 
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„ tin?” | | 

* Indeed, my Lady, I] am ſhould take 

* — * trouble, br 1 don't kg ome of ad- 
mirers (as your Ladyſhip is 

©< to whom at preſent I am the 

as But pray who is he ?” 


Well, but, my dear, it is no other than Sir 
0 William Meredith who has entreated me to peti- 


29 7 forgivencſs, as hkewile for your hand 
t, Madam, (replied I, colopring) that 

ſubje& already. 

may aſſure him; 


s : 
« Your ip certainly has a right to fee 
«© whom you pleaſe in your own houſe ; but I have 
<© no eccafon to be in the room, except when you 


es particularly defire it.” 
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Ladv, have you ever informed this 
how much your Ladyſhip is in 
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4c faid Mr. 


love with him ?” 


or 


O had! 


«© the world; 


dear, I would not do ſuch a thing for 


it known to a 
would ſhock him ſo much, 


if | were to make 


for 


% man of his principles, it 


e that he would have 


ſay to me. 
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LETTER XX. 
Miſs Meadows to Miſe Thornton. 
PACKET THE FIRST. 
THE 
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ſtrufted in the principles of religion, yet in every 
icular he had recived the beſt of eluent 
ons. poſſeſſed both good - ſe good- nature 
properly cultivated, would 
have rendered hum a uſeful member of ſociety : un- 
fortunately, however, he was ſurrounded by para- 
„ who took care to diſcourage 
the leaſt mark of liberality to any but themſelves. 
He was taught to believe that it was beneath his dig- 
petition from any of his tenants, 
who were therefore cither obliged to fubmit to their 
or cringe to his attendants to intercede 


which, had they been 


fites and 


nity to receive 2 


oppreſſions, . 

for them. Theſe took care not to tell him the leaſt 
2 for fear of turning his O—_ 
ot 8 heſides pleaſure ; or, when preſſ 
thoſe diſtreſſed | 
Marquis retu 
of their 


to know what anſwer the 
were told he was informed 
had taken little or no no- 
means, as well as by 


pe 
ith his friendſh 
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fabric, which, in their own they 
ſo ſecurely built for themſelves, was totteting to 
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Jemima, nor her brothe:, even ſuſpect 

to be ſo far advanced: but as their father and mo- 

ther had only to command be obeyed, every 

thing was ſoon in readine is for tic departure. 
Marquis, however, quitted \Viltſhire with 

28 Though he was ſenſible he ſhould 


dreading to loſe the only woman ke ever before ap- 
proved, after mature deliberation, determined to 
make her a tender ci his hand and fortune. 

Alter forming this reſolution, he 1 or- 
dered his carriage and drove to Hanover-Square, 
where Sir George Lumley lived; and luckily find- 
ing that gentleman at home, he formally ſolicited 
his conſent to an union with his daughter Jemima. 
The fond father, ever ready to promote what he 
thou ht would increaſe the happineſs of his children, 
tuanked the Marquis in the moſt reſpectful terms for 
the honour he intended his family 

his daughter. 
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her hand, withdrew. 
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All the home, the farmer's pretty daughter fo 
much Alphonſo's thoughts, that he was re- 
ſolved to diſcover the real character of herſelf and her 
friends. With this determination he entered the 
where he ſoon took occaſion to e of all his fel 
low-ſtudents, whether they knew or had heard of one 
Farmer Morgan (for that the young woman had in- 
formed him was her father's name) carefully avoiding, 
however, the leaſt mention of their daughter Maria ; 
= receive no intelligence reſpeQing him. Thus 
he next determined to make an effort to 
— oo the father and mother of Maria 
tothe doe bet rey fry xp 
ed about for ſome time without ſeeing any body : at 
length, however obſerving a young girl at ſome diſtance 
milking, he immediately walked up to her, and find- 
ing her finging, faid, ** You are merry this morning, 


ty bats PP 
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— . 


53 


« fg,” 


z fame time looking 
before her, 


» Yi that nn | 
e 3 
me to all the intelligence I want. 


_ * Good to me, indeed | Why, ſhe has not ſaid ſo 
* many kind things to me all 1. 
* her as you have faid to me to-day; ; and ] have liv'd 

66 y.” 
C 3 « Indeed! 


54 HISTORY OF 


% Indeed ! But what made you live ſo long with 
7 good places are hard to be Not 

* are to be got. 
** that her's is one ; only young Madam is good to 
«© me ſometimes.” 

| ** Only ſometimes |—How is that, how is that, 


- RE. 
hy, becauſe, Sir, ſhe is not always 
00 rn her BEA nes 
*© the mens way, and young Madam don't like it; 
00 2 En though ſhe's 
2222 daughter. For you muſt know, Sir, 
4% ſhe's very handſome; and her mother tells her ſhe'd 
0 K if ſhe'd ſhew her{-If a bttle 
more: for ſhe put her to ſchool, and had her 
4 all kinds of fine work, and to ſing, and to dance.” 
Well, my dear,” (replied Alphonſo, taking her 
hand, and at the fame time putting a guinea into it) 
<< but don't you think young Madam, as you call her, 
„ . 
he girl now looking at the money, & La, your 
4 Honour | what is this for ?” 
Only to buy you a riband, my dear.” 
The gol thanked him, end foying'e wenkd bay her 
many things beſides ribands, put it into her pocket. 
«© Why, Sir, nappa" I don't know what 
222 I could tell you ſomething, if I thought 
Nr 
Lordſhip aſſuring her there was no fear, the 
+ Why, an pleaſe your Honour, you mad $nows 


« that three or four days 
« in the garden a RO 4 Both my 
6 maſter and miſtreſs waited ſome time for her : at laſt 
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Alphonſo did not hefitate to accept her invitation ; 


«© Yes, Sir, (anſwered ſhe) and not an ugly one 
% neither, though I ſay it; and fo will you when you 
* ſee her, if you have not already: however, if you 
will walk in, and drink a glaſs of my currant wine, 
* ou ay ſee her again.” | 
Alptonſo did not require much intreaty, but fol- 

lowing his conduQreſs was uſhered into a ſmall neat 

parlour, where Maria was fitting at work. As he ad- 
vanced towards her ſhe aroſe bluſhing» and trembli 

at the fame time offering him a ſeat. He took 

kand, and leading her to the chair ſhe had qui 
placed himſelf by her fide: 

verſation with her, in which 
and entertaining. Two 


if 
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aroſe to take 

that 

* tor, Sir, 

(continued ſhe) “if you will down with 
«© us, we have ſome very bacon.” 


f 
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He thanked her, but faying 
ſome hours, took his leave. 
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reſted on. perſuading ber and her friends to conſent 
to a private 

Mas . to make trial of this 
ſcheme, and on hinting it to Maria, to his great pa Ry 
found her not. averſe to it. In a ſubſequent viſit 
cence his real name and rank in liſe, he made 
his' propoſals more fully known to her father and 
mother, when Mrs. Morgan, though certain that 
his, parents would never conſent to his uniting 
himſelf to a farmer's daughter, get fondiy believing 
Alphonto's love would prove as * as it at preſent 
appeared to be ardent, conicnted to the terms he pro- 

<d, on condition that he would publicly acknow- 
ge Maria when he came of age. This he 

d; and evety diſficulty being thus obviated, a 
icence procured, -as well as a parſon who conld be 
relics on, . Alphonſo one morning aroſe early, and 
— to the place appointed for the performance 
of the cere „Was there met by Maria, with her 
mother and fath 27. at whoſe hands he received her. 

Anather year quick)y e in the courſe of which 
Maria was delivered of a fon 3 and it was now that 
Alphonſo firſt ex periended the inconvenience of a pri- 
vate marriage; the allowance he had from his father 
a ſmall to ſupport his own extravagance and 

ry expences of a wile and child. 

8 ſoon atter this event had taken place, and 
when Alphonſo was only juit turned of nineteen, that 
the Marquis paid a viſit to his ſons at Cambridge. 
Pleaſure ſparkled in the eyes of the fond parent, on 
ſe='ag his children ſo much improved. He told them, 
that and the Marchioneſs were prepariag for a 
journey to Spain, and were defirous of being accom- 
panjed thither by A! and his brother. Lord 
r accepted * propoſal with the greateſt joy; 

Alphonſo affected to approve the ſcheme, 
ogy pang for Maria evidently made him appear 
to enter into it with reluctance. However, on telling 
the Marquis that he would make preparations to leave 
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wife before he left that he at laſt promiſed 
to conſider of it, and let to them know his determina- 
tion on the followin . | 
RE * 28 
Cambridge, fully ined to prepare ly for 
his journey to London, where he hoped to 7 þ end 
thing ready for the family's ſetting out immediately 
for Spain : he accordingly, on his arrival at College, 
infantly requeſted his brother to be ready ta accom- 
pany him the next morning, and then retired to his 
own apa tment. 
Lord ge was rather ſurpriſed at his 
brothers precipitation, he ſot bore to aſk any queſtions, 
well knowing that every inquiry would prove vain; 
and at ſeven o clock the next morning, having re- 
ceived a previous meſfage that Alphonſo was ready, 
was on the point of leaving his chamber to attend 
him, when his ſervant informed bim, that a woman 
geſted to ſpeak to him. rf 
eee Morgan; 
X Gy gs OO watched Al- 
3 a that mcans di ing his intentions, 
in conſequence hurried thus eatly to the College, 
determined to communicate the fecret of daugh- 
ter's marriage to his brother, and to aſk his advi 
Upon her being introduced by t q 
George, though furpriſcd to ſee a ſtranger, and that 
ſtranger a female too, bowed, requeſted her to be 
ſeated, and to let him know her commands. 
Mrs. Morgan, 
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e And pray, Madam, to whom?” 


« To my 1 
* have given your L 


phonſo had ſet off directly, 
follow him. 
me aſſured 
LN 
determined, before he took any other meaſures, to ſet 
Alpho 


chaired fon ts bis boſon q— HEA 
He then returned to College, determined to 
his father and mother, and ſolicit their 
* of he had ſtopped at the firſt 
Alphonſo in; the mean tune at 
village on the London road from Cambridge, where 
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but 
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Marquis ſor a viſit from Ma- 


na. He reſiſted all her entreatics for ſome time 


attempted to prepare the 
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pride which ſeemed to fay, ** I may perhaps 
% verfing with 2 man who is beneath me. 
rendered him the more anxious to diſcover his 
rank and quality; and finding the ladies propoſed 
ing to Ranelagb, he determined to follow them, in 
hopes of their picking up ſome acquaintance who 
could inform him who ſhe was, as well as communi- 
cate his name and fam to her. 

The lacics quitted the houſe as ſoon as the play 
was ended. Alphonſo did not remain long after, 
entering the lobby was ſurpriſed to find them ſtandin 
among a crowd of fcotmen, chairmen, &c. &c. He 
inſtantly enquired of the boxkeepers, why thoſe ladies 
were fuffcred to ſtand among ſuch improper company: 
and being informed that their carriage and fervants 
were not to be found, he ſtepped forward and made 
them a tender of his own. At firſt Lady Suſan ſeemed 
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gent 
the late Earl of Wakefield, whoſe 
Villars; that ſhe was poſſeſſed of a 
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entirely at her own diſpoſal ; that having no relation 
living, ſhould ſhe happen to die fiagle, her whole 
fortune, which was upwards of fix thouſand a-year, 
would devolve on a perſon who was almoſt a ſtranger 
to the family; but that if ſhe married, and left iſſue, 
either male or female, the whole inheritance would 


0 


Lady Suſan rat vi- 
ſiting, he found Her 
Ladyſhip recei 3 and 
endeavoured to which 
* con Sy 
Sm were 
Alphon ion i * behaviour 
with pleaſure; and deeming the preſent a fair oppor- 
tunity for cultivating a more intimate acquaintance, 
the converſation was ſuppoi ted with equal ſpirit and 


good-humour on both fides, till the entrance of com- 
* In ſhort, Lord Alphonſo in a 
time ſo inſinuated himſelf into == 
ſhip's 


TH 
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ing the firſt two months after their marriage 
new-married pair lived tolerably happy: but be- 
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perintend the care of my education. 


requeſted their 
miſing to ſu 
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left England 
few days before he left London 
diamond ring incloſed in the fol- 


Should ftern Adverſity*s rude ftorms afſail, 
Let not unn bope nor ſpicits fail: 

In each ſad hour of forrow or diftreſs, 

Still let her not deſpair of happineſs : 

Still let her truſt, the Donor of this Ring, 
May future years of peace and pleaſure bring. 
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by my maid 


inſormed 
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ory I learned 


of this hiſt 


from the Marchionefs a ſhort time before ſhe died. 


* 


his title and 


fifteenth 


enjoy 


father, however, did not live long to 
eſtate : for I had ſcarcel 


my 


y entered 
when he was ſeized with a mortal diſeaſe, of which 


— 
having leſt ever 


ther 


could call 
legacy leſt me by m 


1 


had not hi 


Y 


y grandmother: and 


ing which 
and a 


jewels 


y particular marks of 
et he had never treated me 


h I had never received an 
rienced from my mother, 


hough 
kiadneſs from 


with the 


\ 


my 
rigour I had ex 


who ſcarce 


tered me 


father, y 


a 
ſpoke to me, 


and who never ſuf- 


ly ever 
to enter the room when an 


3 by 


which means I led a life of retiremeat, 


preſent 


I had 


drawing and muſic filling up the whole of my 


books, 
time. 
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da 
n ſceing me alone, he inſtantly flew towards me, 
exclaimed, ** My _ 


tended to adore me, as well as not a little alarmed at 
his declaration on leaving the room, that be fancied [ 
that he 
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large 


underſtanding; and 
quite ſo young and handſome as 


you refuſe him ? He has a 


| no contemptible 


and 


though 
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am forry, Madam, (replied he) that you deem it 
% ſuch, as I have the ſanction of the Marchioneſs for 
% the liberty I have taken. I am come once more 
4 to ſolicit your hand, and to beg a decifive anſwer.” 

. ſhould have thought, Sir, the anſwer I former 
0 you, would have been ſufficient ; but fince 
c it is not, I muſt beg leave to aſſure you, that 
tc it is the fixed determination of Jemima Guzman 
2 3 


» diſpute my will? Prepare at the 
* expiration of three days from this time to become 
* the Marchioneſs D'Almeyda; that is, my Lord, if 
00 will condeſcend to accept of her.” 
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% Becauſe, Sir, I find it utterly impoſlible 
* her; and if you really feel the love you pretend 
% me, I am ſure you will refign all thoughts of 

«© No, never; (cried he, with vehemence) and 
c will find, Madam, that I 


| The next morning I received a 
mother to attend her in her drefling-room : 
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* than forfeit my word; for having El Need the 
* nour, that in leſs than a week you 
„ Marquis's wife, ſhould you Kill per 
ou 14 never expe 


* my will, 


Megs Elinoyde; but all in vain ; for 
2 to think of him with an 


— 3 
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* will ſolemnly bind myſelf not to enter into any en · 
«« gagement without your conſent and ion ; 
„ neither will I, in any thing elſe, diſpute your will; 
„% but with this forgive me, honoured Madam, if I 
« affure you I never can comply. Ah! my deareſt 
«© mamma, if you knew the joy I have experienced in 
* this ſhort week, and likewiſe the miſery I have felt 
« the laſt two days, you would pity me; I am fure 
% you would: but I will no longer treſpaſs on your 
% patience, but conclude myſelf, 
„ Deareſt Madam, 
% Your moſt dutiful Daughter, 
% in every reſpect but this, 
«© JEMIMA GUZMAN.” 


I diſpatched this note by my maid, and waited with 
unpatience for an anſwer ; but, to my great ſurprize 
RT oofeerd her n RE 

in tears. 5 
to know what had paſſed, ſhe told me, that the Marquis 
D'Almeyda was prefent when ſhe delivered my letter : 
that my mother, after reading it, reddening with rage, 
tore it in an hundred pieces, and trampling on it, bid 
the girl tell her mi , that ſhe would treat the writer 
in the fame manner if ſhe was there. 

After this I had nothing to expect but the moſt ri. 
gorous treatment. I therefore reſigned myſelf to Pro» 
vidence ; and happening by chance to obferve my 


Ring, could not help exclaiming, Oh ! Lord George, 


* where are you 

I paſſed three hours in the moſt dreadful fuſpence to 
be imagined, when I received a meſſage from my mo- 
ther to attend her in the parlour : I complied with her 
commands with a heavy heart. On entering the room, 
I faw my mother fitting at a table covered with 
ments: at her right hand fat the Marquis D'AL- 
meyda, and on the left ſtood two gentlemen, who were 


D4 My 
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1 52 09 onngace On I did 
ſcarcely able to get to the table, I trembled 
mely. EL 
deſired I would fign thoſe writings. 
throwing my eyes over the 

« Articles of ä 2 
I declared no power on earth 


| by a viſit from my 
mother, who, after ſeating herſelf by my bed-fide, and P 
_— g after my health (though in a tone of voice 
anger was far from be- 
Ne ſablided) defired to know if I would figm the writ 6 
ings the next morning? Good Heaven | Madam, 
% can you ſtill defire fuch a ſacrifice ? Have you been 
5* witncls to the litnation to which thoſe odious writ- 
* ings reduced me, and can you ſtill command me to 
* obey you? 
., © Ido, (returned ſhe) and ſhall likewiſe expect to 
22 eee ee eee eee 


ed I, with i I thought I 

ba % no power on earth, I here 
ever a 
My 


66 
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« folemnly declare, 
% hand at the altar to 
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4 God knows, Madam; but heart ſtrangely 
% miſgives me; for there is a —— at the 
« door to convey you no one knows whither.” 

Aſtoniſhed as I was at this intelligence, I bid her 
comply with my mother's directions. The faithful 


ne. accordingly gave me my hat and cloak, 
with ſtreaming eyes; and jo as I was leaving the 
room, threw herſelf on her knees before me, and ex- 
claimed, My dear, dear Lady, when ſhall I ſee 
«© you again? 

E held out my hand to her, unable to ſpeak ; but a 
flood of tears coming to my relief, I ſaid, ** Do you 
* know whither I am going ?” 

« Ol no, Madam, no! but we are afraid yon 
* will be carried to the Old Ca'tic.? Bb. 
D 5 I had 
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o'clock, we ſtopped at an old - faſhioned building, 


eight 


E 
Aa wa | 


Having quitted the carriage we walked through a 
large court-yard, which led us to an old antiquated 
bui'ding, which ſeemed tumbling down with age. We 
next entered a hall (whoſe walls likewiſe appeared to be 
ina mouldering ſtate) paved with black marble cracked 
in ſeveral places, and hung round with old pieces of 
armour, fire-arms, ruſty ſwords, &c. &c. The whole 
ſeemed calculated to firike me with horror and diſmay. 
We now came to 2 „ which was clean, neat, 
and well-furniſhed. This room I found was appropri 
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ther was gone; when ſhe replied in tte affirmative: I 
afterwards ſeveral other queſtions, to all which 
ſhe anſwered in as conciſe a manner as Find- 
ing I could derive no information from her, I. deſired 
to have ſome breakfaſt ; after which I requeſted to ſee 
the apartment where I was to flzep. She immediatel 
| > pe me thro” — when way . 
large room; and after faying, * This, Madam, is 


i 
| 
f 
: 
5 
7 


fo the room was fo dark, 1 


 Tentercd it 


could ſee my way; but perceiving a glimmer- 
tag light thro' the window-ſhutter, I ventured to open 


- it looked into a =o 

tried to open the caſement, to my great 
found it faſtened with a padlock. 

gh I now turned to view my 


large elbow chairs, 
(to crazy, that I was almoſt afraid to fit down on them) 
rn _ 
were the contents apartment deſtined tor m 
ture refidence. | | ELD 
Perceivin another door, I advanced towards it, 
and turning its key entered a _ 
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1H part 


ner is ready, if your Lady» 
* ſhip pleaſes to walk in.” 

I] followed her into the konſe with a much 
heart than | felt on entering the garden: ſhe 


then dt» 
fired 
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wind as to ſhake. 
removed the i 
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ing myſelf with the bedcloaths, 
time; till, juſt as I was trying 
whole might be an illuſion of fancy, I felt 1 
leap upon my bed. I gave a violent ſhriek, 

through fear and terror I ſuppoſe tainted, as I recol- 


open 


8 


pofhible 


D Heavens! is 
much alarmed, and terrified 
during the night.” 


he) I believe not, for his 


paſſed, which only excited 


in the brutiſh woman. 


ate of this caſtle ?” 


cried ſhe) 
know there 
m_ 
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ſtory, I thought it beſt to come to an explanation with 


2 
P een 
is to continue? 

" if The revfon of your teing confacd here, La- 
« dy, is, I believe, on account of refuſing the Mar- 
quis DA ; and as to how long it will conti- 
nue, I am inclined to think that it will laſt till you 
* confent to him.” 

«© Then that never be (returned I) ! though 
* this carth will not be burthened with me long, if I 
1222 — Engs, or at leaſt to convey a 


fetter to m 
- ox would it were in my power to tell 


« Ah! 
« you where he was; but I greatly cat Here he 


SL (exclaimed |) ſurely he is nos 

Do not be too much ſhocked, my Lady, if Lan- 
% ſwer you that I am too much afraid he is; at leaſt 
* report ſays ſo; and I have fome reaſon to think 
that to-morrow the Marchionefs herſelf will con- 


* firm it.” 
Then,” lifting up my hands and my eyes to Hea- 


ven, I have not one friend left in the world ! Gra- 
* cious Heaven ! what will become of the wretched 


© Jemima ?” 

« Madem, would prove a friend to ſpite of 
© the great inequali detwixe vs, might be allowed 
” tener you my 

' 2 


hy, Madam, my mother, as you may perceive, 
« is very ſtrict. The Marchioneſs will be here to- 
% morrow, when ſhe s once more to endeavour 
has you to an union with the Marquis. If 

Jou conſent, ſhe will take you — = 1 
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Miſs Meadows to Mifs Thernton- 


dear Julia has aſked me to pay 2 
Me: if it will not prove ——— 7 
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ever ſo numerous, I could 
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LETTER XXV. 


any farther on 2 
muſt prove painful 
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old party begin to move off, but tay brings an 
acceſſion of 5 I frequent! taking 
ny have tens tus al in pela, cnt G 


a ſhort viſit, 


pay you 
Rot 


mon is vulgarly termed; nej- 
ther was | very well pleaſed with the flight diſparaging 
manner in which you ſpoke of Miſs Meadows: how- 


verchly hot, 
"I told 8 laſt letter that I was going to call 
ad You m | was 

Loads Crrrlion, whe in the conrte of ws ate 
took an Der 
was not at » and that ſhe begged to decline my 
father ant ns rotating. ; os next 1255 — 
again; and while I was waiti her a 

Miſs Meadows entered 2 


ö After having endeavoured to re- 
li-ve her from her embarraſſment by ſome common- 
ace I expreſſed my concern at having 


Belville Hall ; when ſhe replied in polite 
that ſhe was very ſenſible of the hogour intended bers 
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Miſs Meadows to Miſe Thornton. 


of a glover who ſold excellent | out my 
pocket-book to give her his card, when, 2 
—_— * 


of © the ieſt picture 
«+ Who is this favoured lover, Miſs Meadows ?” in- 


* ſurgeize) what can I have done to incur Miſs Mea- 


"= — that inſtantly 
or my 7 * 
ting m 2 faid e 


the room., ſpite of all her entreaties to the 
93 


whit her I was 


foon followed by ela ip, woes ino room 
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* I hope, my dear Jemima, you 


with me.” 
Lady, in the fitua- 


who, ſoon after returning, defired me by no means to 
| confine myſelf on her account. After having dreſſed, 

I went home with Lady Clara to dinner, during which 
| WH ſhe was all life and fpirits ; and I paſſed the time very 
agrecably till the evening, when we procreded to the 
Dutcheſs of Douglaſs's, where we found an equally 
numerous and brilliant aſſeinbly. Lady Clara ſoon en. 
tered into converſation with company abort her 3 
when a gentleman advancing, and 8 5 
great obſequiouſneſs ard reſpect, faid, 
* your Ladyinip well.” 
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& Perfectly fo, I thank your Lordſhip. How does 
« your Lady ? Is not ſhe here? Ola! no, now! 
«« think on', ſhe's gone to Bath. I wonder, my Lord, 

«© you did not attend her.” 


4 then, 

6s viſe hou Lady Granedte, who told me, that Lady 

«© Mary had fuch a of ill-luck at Lady Rivers's 
„ that, to avoid your Lordlhip's an- 


i ne 2 
how dye do? Have you heard 


ord! no, my dear Lady Frances; what is it ?” 
never heard any thing fo fooliſh. They 
Belville devotes all his time and for- 
that Ate al Fo 
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4 That will be one thing, I make no doubt,” replied 
«© Well, I do declare, my dear, I never ſaw any body 
« like you; there's no fuch thing as making you an- 
« ory. —But haven't you heard what they fay of Miſs 
* f 


Meadows, Caroline Benſon” panion ?” 
Nele that 1182 


Lady Clara, however, figni 
peared to fay, ** Take no 
Lady Frances, what of her ?” 

« Why, they fay that the Colonel is very defirous 
n of having her as his miſtreſs ; but it ſeems ſhe hears 
* ſuch a good character, that he is afraid of offering 
«© her bis protetiion. Nay, Lord Bradley aſſured me, 
ac that acci calling the other morning at Lady 
* Caroline's, as he paſſed the parlour door he faw the 
Sr r 

©. Indeed ifing would * 
© with me to be jealous of the Calone! and Mk ca- 
* dows from ſuch a cireumſtance as that? Surely 
„ your Ladyſhip cannot be ſerious, nor ſuppo'e that 
% if Mr. Belville marries me, I ſhall prohibit his touch- 

* ing any ann. 
Well, Lord, you are fo caſy!“— Then, making 
k curtſey, away tripped Lady Frances. 
| We ſoon afterwards left the room; and as we 
1 her ſay, Lord! is it 
As we were driving home, I took occafion to expreſs 
my amazement at the ſcandalous reports I had heard 
ti circulated in fuch a ſhort ſpace of time. 
Lord bleſs you, my dear, (replied Lady Clara) 
- © this muſt ſurely convince you, that there is no liv- 
* ing without a little ſcandal ; fiace vou are now ſen- 
% ſible that even character is not exempted from 
* it. Every ſyllable of Lady Frances” intelli 
* originated in revenge for what I had faid to 
| e Kinedl 


ap- 
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&« Kin concerning his ; for Frances is 
tg 2. of his LA * 

On my return home, I entertaĩned Lady Caroline 
with my comments on the texts ot the ſeveral ſcandal- 
mongers I had heard during the evening, which di- 
verted her excecdingly ; and then, wiſhing her a good 
night, retired to my chamber. 

And now, my dear Julia, what do you think could 
give riſe to ſuch a report as Belville's being in love 
with me, and wanting me for a miſtreſs ? Well, I find 
I have been egregiouſly miſtaken in ſuppoſing that my 
fituation was too humble to be thought worthy the ho- 
nour of being ſcandalized. 

I had almoſt forgot to tell you, that I have lately had 
no leſs than a Colonel in the Guards, a Captain in the 
Militia, and a Right Honourable Baronct, enroll them- 
ſelves among the liſt of my admirers ; viz. Colonel 
Moleſworth, who is handſome and well-bred ; Captain 
Greville, who is a great fop, ever ready to oblige the 
fair ſex, and thinks himſelf too irrefiſtible to be re- 
fuſed ; and Sir Cecil Mowbray, who is rather hand- 
ſome, with a large eſtate, but a great rake, and who 
vows that I am the firit woman of whom he ever 
thought ſeriouſly in his life. However, I have had 
fortitude enough to reſiſt the whole Triumvirate. Lady 
Caroline was this morning reckoning up the number 
and rank of my different lovers as follows: Three Ba- 
ronets, two Colonels, one Captain, and one ſimple Ef- 
quire ; and yet, from all theſe, my dear Julia, I am 
unable to ſelect a huſband, though they all vow to teize 
me while I continue fingle. 

Mr. and Mrs. Belville with the Colonel lexve London 
to-morrow morning. Mifs Belville is to accompany 
Lady Caroline and Lady Clara to Belville Hail on Sun- 
day next, when your friend propoſes to ſet off for The 
ood; after which you may hourly expect to ſee, in 
her Ladyſhip's poſt-chaiſe, 


Your own | 
JEMIMA MEADOWS. 
LETTER 
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LETTER XXVII. 
— 
Sir Jobn Dudley to Sir Charles Wilmot. 


E LL, Charles, here I am ftill; tho” ſcarcely 
one of my acquaintance is leſt in town, as 
they are all gone into the country to keep their 
holidays. 


Y morning Mifs Meadows ſet of for The 
Wood, will not return to town till the latter end 


of January. For my part, I am detained in London, 
in hourly expectation of the arrival of Lord Mokon, 
my friend and patron. In the laſt letter I received 
from him he tells me that he ſhall be in England in a 
few days, and that he ſhould then make me acquainted 
with the ſtory of my birth. W. hat he means by this I 
am entirely ignorant, as I always believed myſelf to 
be the fon of an honeſt country Squire; at leaſt ſo my 
Lord always told me. Juſt before he quitted this 
country, he procured me a Baronetcy ; after fet- 
lng an handſome annuity upon me, leſt me with this 
injunction, Never to till he had firſt ſeen the 


the lady I might fix on. 
ſeen him, though it is more than four years ago. He 
has written to me frequently, and often remitted me 
money, tho” I have repeatedly aſſured him, that I had no 
occahon for ſuch additional marks of his kindneſs and 
generofity. I am not a little anxious for his arrival, 
you will cafily ſuppoſe, as I ſhall then hope to have 
theſe myſteries explained to the ſatisfaQion of 

by 


JOHN DUDLEY. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXX. 
Cælanel Belville ta Coftain Hillgrave. 


Dear Ned, Beloille-Fall. 
T laſt we are all ſafely arrived without either ac- 
cident or adventure. The country appears very 

dull, and even my fathzr and mother expect their 
gueſts with impatience. For wy part, I am very little 
in the houſe, ſpending moſt of my time in the park 
and gardens. My father and mother are i 
teazing me to know what is the reaſon of my thus ſe- 
cluding myſelf from ſociety. All they can extradt 
from me, however, is a ſmile. 
marry Lady Clara, I ſhall not ex pe d 
be with the ſweets of domeſtic happi- 
neſs; at leaſt not till ſhe has had her full ſwing of 


eg 

leaſt tor the preſent: but how long that love will con- 
tinue, is not quite in However, as ſhe is the 
rn Nees ham > __ 
thoroughly affured e, (which 
he has ſullciently publiſhed to all the 
end to make her an offer of my hand foon 


has, 
8. 


de 
dows 


a+): — FEI. 3 3-7 RNT .o 


a. 
* 


3 


2 
2 2 


Lady JEMIMA GUZMAN. 175 


LETTER XXX. 


Miſe Walpole to Miſe Dunbar. 


Aly dear Mary, T be Cott 
HIS morning arrived at The Weed ! Miſs Mea- 
dows: I was with Miſs Thornton when ſhe was 

introduced into the parlour. With what pleaſure did 
theſe aſſectionate friends meet! Aſter mutual falu- 
tations and congratulations on both fules, Julia pre- 
ſented her charming friend to me. Never in my life 
did I behold any thing ſo lovely, joined with fo much 


affability and ſweetneſs l 
Mr. 'Thornton foon after joined us; and the uſual 


compliments having paſſed, we fat down to dinner, 
which had waited ſome time. During our repaſt Miis 
Meadows entertained us with ſome curious London 
anccdotes ; and foon aſter tea | took my leave, as Mis 
Meadows complained of fati 


and though it 
very indifferent to me who knows my retreat, yet I 
do not chuſe to be feen, as I ſhould then be 
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P 
their prudence, good ſenſe, and ſobriety ? 

That's a difficult queſtion ; (replied Miſs Mea- 
% dows) but the only three who are remarkably grave 
% and ſober, are Sir William Palmer, (whom I belicve 
* J have never mentioned) Mr. Darcy, and Mr. 
«© Walfincham.” 

Only think what I felt at the ſound of the laſt- men- 
tioned name! I could ſcarcely keep my ſeat, while 
tears ſtarted into my eyes. I tried to turn off my ap- 
parent diſtreſs with a laugh, ſaying, I had ſcalded 
myſelf with the tea; and having muſtered up all the 
refolution I was miſtreſs of, aſked Miſs Meadows if 
any of the gentlemen were married ? 

© Not to my knowledge. I am certain two of them 
4 are not; but of Mr. Walſingham I know very 
& little; though I don't think he is, or I ſhould have 
& heard of it.” 

The tea cquipage being removed, we walked into 
the garden, it being a fine froſty day; but ſo depreſſed 
were my ſpirits, that I was obliged to complain of a 
ſudden head-ach, in order to haſten the departure of 
-my company. This feint the deſired effect, 
and my friends immediately took their leave. 

Walfingham returned to England l—and paſſes for 
a ſingle man Good Heavens! what a deceitful ſex 
Ah! my dear Mary, never confide in any of them. 
You fee that, notwithſtanding all the reſpect with 
which Captain Hillgrove treated you, he permitted 

to leave him without avowing any particular af- 
7eQion for you. Be aſſured, that the men in this re- 
ſpect are alike; therefore follow my advice, ani 
truſt none of the faithleſs deluders. 
Adicu, my dear Mary, and 
ieve yours fincerely, 


EMMA WALPOLE. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXL 
Lady Clara Fitzgerald to Miſs Meadows. 


Beloille-Hall. 

ERETI am, my dear Jemima, in the fame 
houſe with the charming Belville, and a nume- 
rous party of both ſexes. Never did I paſs my time 
more agrecably We ſpend our mornings as we think 
proper, either in romping, reading, or walking; our 
evenings in cards, dancing, company, - 29. 
2re a great many pretty women, does t - 
ful Belville leave | wang for me 1 chats with _ 
ings with me, dances with me, and, in ſhort, is al- 
ways by my fide. 

5 my dear, what do you think? We have got 
one of your new lovers here; and what's more, he 
very glad to change you for me, if he 


would 
thought he had any chance; but he has none in the 


leaſt at preſent ; tor I would not change Belville even 
tor the Prince of Wales. But, 4 
told you his name; it is Sir Cecil Mowbray. You 
know he loves all our ſex, and he may do well 
mough, my dear Jem', to while the time away aſter 
de are married, as he is really a very pretty fellow: 
i my Caro Spoſo, therefore, ſhould chance to fall into 
fit of the dumps, I will ſend for Sir Cecil, and then 
can have a comfortable game at A. Fours, or a 
tle talk about ſcandal—— Apropos, do you know I 
ave not heard one ſcandalous ancedote fince I have 
ken here? I muſt invent little ſoon, or I ſhall die 


s, and 
hip Lord child, Re 


MY 
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MY dear, dear Jemima, I ſhall expire with joy ! 


The fcet, the angelic Belvlle has been to inform ms 
of his love, and all that. N 
would have laugh to have feen him So many hums 


and ha's, I thought he would have been choaked ; fo 
that I was forced to help him out at laſt. But when i: 
did ſtammer out its wiſhes, and its hopes, and its 
fears, and al that fort of thing, and I gave him my 
conſent, I thought the dear fellow would have de- 
voured me. 

Every thing is to be prepared as ſoon as poſſible aſter 
we arrive in town, when your happy Clara will foon 
her name to that of Bclville. 

Oh Jemima! PFve not written ſo much theſe hun- 
dred years; I muſt thereſore make haſte to conclude, 
or be forced to ring for forne drops to diſpel the verbr. 
Pray let me have a long letter of c 

chidings, and fo forth, 223 be fave net to ligne wh 
me know how many lovers you have got.—Adieu, my 
dear Jemima ! 


Yours, 


CLARA FITZGERALD. 
LETTER XXXIL 
Calanel Belville to Captain Hillgrove. 


EL L, Ned, | deve made © e e 
of love to Lady Clara, and was moſt graciouſly 
received. All my friends approve my choice, except 
my demure and wife Aunt, who pom nn OY 
as well as myſelf will live to repent it. But I dont 
wonder at my Aunt's diſliking her Ladyſhip, who is 
always railing at old maids, and fays, they want ever) 
young lady to follow their example. | 

I wiſh, Ned, you would leave your friends, and 
make one of the 8 Belville-Hall; for | 
went + fiend ts whem 1 cam pour out my whale fu 
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That coxcomb Sir Cecil Mowbray is with us, and takes 
n_ in my opinion, with my 
wife cleft. I expect W to morrow; but he 
2 long, as he is going to the Wood, 
to ſee Sir Thomas Glendore. 

I am — 


HENRY BEL VILLE. 
LETTER WII. 
Miſs Mecatows to Lady Clara Fitzgerald. 


222 dear Lady Clara's lively epiltle yeſter- 

» and — her with the congratulations ſhe 

calls r moſt fincerely, heartily viding adore dra of 
pineſs with her dear Colonel Belville. 

I am extremely concerned that egregious fop Sir Ce- 
cil Mowhray is one of your pa ity, though | think too 
highly of Lady Clara's 1 
pr Ge far! a we held ge to badiner with after 

marriage with Mr. Belville: on the contrary, I 
latter myſelf that ſhe and the * * 2 — 4 
patern ot con 8 to young 
married 1 ity. I truſt my dear Lady 
Clara will excuſe me — 2 my advice, ei- 
pecially when ſhe recollects that ſhe inſiſted on having 
my opinion on every thing ſhe ſhould write. 

In anſwer to your Ladyſhip's enquiry of what new 
lovers I have got, nd reply is very conciſe, ** None 
* at all:“ however, I do not deſpair, as Sir Thomas 
Glendore's family, who refide here, expect a ſwarm 
of London beaus to accompany their fon, who is daily 
expected; and | hope you will not deem me either vain 
or unreaſonable in my expectation of having one at leaſt 
to my ſhare. Thus your Ladyſhip fees I am not in 
any * of dying with the vapours, as you were 
Neaſed to prognoſticate before we left town. 
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The neighbourhood around highly eſteem my good 
friends the Thorntons, whom l am this evening to ac- 
company to a ball, at a Mr. Carcy's ; and as ſhe muſt 
be ſenſible that ſome previous tons are indi 
fibly neceſſary on ſuch an occation, I know my dear 
Lady Clara will excuſe my thus breaking off abruptly, 
and ſubſcribing myſelf her Ladyſhip's 

Ob-di-nt humble ſervant, 
JEMIMA MEADOWS. 


LETTER XXXIV. 
Lady Carcline Benſon to Miſs Meadows. 


Aly dear Jemima, Belviile-Huli. 
I: AM almoſt expiring with the ſpleen! Belville, who 
is now irrecoverabiy loft to me, and ev other 
woman, except Lady Clara Fitzgerald, has left us for 
a few days to attend his Aunt Miſs Margaret Belville 
to her brother's. 

Lady Clara was at firſt quite low-ſpirited on the oc- 
caſion. Sir Cecil Mowbray, however, has exerted all 
his powers of pleaſing to amuſe and entertain her; and 
to my great aſtoniſhment ſhe ſeems not unwilling to 


liſten to him. 
propoſes bringing a friend of his (2 


The Colonel 
Captain Hillgrove) back with him. Mr. Walfingham 
is at the Hall, and I fancy Belville has left his Cara 
Spoſa elect under his care; her Ladyſhip, however, 
can't bear him, and fays he looks more like a Father- 


Confeſſor than a gy Yo young leman. For my part, 
I think he is a very Kübw; but he too pines in 
ſeeret hs Ces fair. 


Why or wherctore it happens I do not know, but 
certain it is that I am taken very little notice of here at 
preſent. Indeed, I muſt confeſs that I have loſt 2 
SED former vivacity; and were it not for 
atilda Belville, I ſhould not be able 
n 
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Praz, can you inform me whether Sir John Dudley 
has left ron or not? He ſaid he could not, on ac- 


Do not omit, my dear, to pretent my 5 
to Mr. Thornton and his daughter, and inform them 
that I ſhall come to take from them at the expi- 
ration of the deſtined month ; till which time I bid you, 
molt ſincerely and affeQionately, adieu 
CAROLINE BENSON. 


LETTER XXXV. 


Miſe Walpole to Miſs Dunbar. 


HIS friend of Miſs Thornton, my dear Mary, 
will give me cauſe, I fear, to regret her arrival, 
by entirely ruining that peace of mind which I had al- 
moſt fo happily attained. I was yeſterdzy at The 
Wood, when Miſs Mcadows received a letter from 
Lady Caroline Benſon, part of which ſhe read aloud. 
You have heard of the Belville family, I dare fay ; as 
likewiſe that the Colonel is ſhortly to be married to 
Lady Clara Fitzgerald. This lady is now on a viſit 
at the Hall, together with Lady Caroline. In one 
part of the her Ladyſhip ſays, Mr. Belville is 
* gone home with his aunt, and ingi 
ce Captai i 7 


for All this Miſs M s read aloud. What is the 
alfingham's 2 in ſectet, I know 
not; 
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not; neither can I conjecture the cauſe of his looking 
grave; time, however, which developes every my- 


will bring this to light. Adieu! 
_ EMMA WALPOLE. 


LETTER XXXVL 


Lady Clara Fitzgerald ta Miſs Meadows. 


DEAR! O dear! I never heard the like !— 
There Mrs. Belville, with her ſpectaclee in her 
hand, cries, ©* Dear Lady Clara, how can you be fo 
«« giddy ?”* If I go into another room, there I am re- 
ccived by Lady Caroline Benſon with a Fye, Lady 
« Clara! how can you permit Sir Cecil to take ſuch 
£ liberties, when are ſo ſoon to be married to Bel- 
« ville?“ And it I go up ſtairs, there I find a 
letter of advice from Miſs Meadows; and all for what? 
The old lady lectures me for my livelineſs and ſpirit ; 
the young becauſe ſhe envies me; and Miſs Mek- 
dows (though I believe with the beſt intentions of the 
three) becauſe I fpeak to any man befides my ſpouſe- 
elect. Now, I am fure, were I to bring theſe ſeve- 
ral complaints before a Court of Juſtice, I ſhould be 

uitted of every one of them, take my word for it. 

cavens ! Belville and his friend are juſt arrived. 
Away goes my pen 


| 9 Evening. 

WELL, my dear, here I am | Belville is come, 
and I am once—more—hap—py. Apropos, now [ 
am talking of happineſs, fo—we are—to be“ pat- 
ce tern:—of—conjugal and _— felicit all 
«© the young married—perſons of quality.” ”——Hea- 
vens! child, what an old-maidiſh ſuppoſition ! But 
enough of this; for am almoſt fick of the thoughts 
of Ma- tri -mo--ny. 

I flew ta Belville, who received me in a very huſband- 
like maaner, and after preſenting me to his friend 
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Captain Hi , went to enquire after the health of 
the reſt of the family. As to the Captain, he watched 
me very narrowly the whole day, and I believe not a 
word, action, or even ſmile, eſcaped him ; but what 
was moſt mortifying, he did not ſeem to approve one 
thing I did. Indeed, the Colonel appeared very 

„ and I don't think that he ten words 


LETTER XXXVIL 
Captain Hillgrove to Sir Charles Burton. 


BURTON, what have I done ? I much fear; 
that by adviſing 


it is impoſſible for him ever to be united to the latter, 
he will therefore marry Lady Clara, in the hope of re- 
claiming her. 
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ments, and never mentions Miſs Meadows's name ex- 
cept when he cannot avoid it. Still, however, I am 
convinced that all his thoughts are fixed upon her. —l 
am called to dinner ; theretoce adicu. 


S Evening. 

YOU muſt not expect to fee me — 4 412 
promiſed to attend my friend Henry to town, in order 
to be preſent at his wedding; and a fatal one I fear it 
will prove to him. That coxcomb Sir Cecil Mowbray 
has left us, as I did not by any means approve of his 
behaviour to Lady Clara. As to Belville, I am quite 
{larmed for him, as are likewiſe all his family. His 
father has defired him to break off the match, if that 
is the cauſe of his appearing ſo unhappy ; but he te- 
fuſes, and aſſures them with a ſmile, that he entertains 
— of the higheſt regard and eſteem for her La- 

1 

"For my part, I am afraid Lady Clara's aſfection will 
not prove of the laſting kind. I have no doubt of her 
loving Belville at preſent ; but I have as little doubt of 
her coquetting with the firſt man that flatters her after 
marriage. Not that I ſuſpect ſhe will be fo regard'cis 
of her family and character, as to loſe fight of her own 
or her huſband's honour : at the fame time I am of 
opinion that ſhe will make Henry very - . She 
poſſciſes a great ſhare of wit, to be ſure ; and the gay 
part of our ſex, until they are t acquainted 
with her, cannot help admiring her, as ſhe has a kind 
of drollery which cannot fail of pleaſing 5 but to me 
ſhe diſcovers a boldneſs and indelicacy which equally 
ſhocks and diſguſts me. 

T ſhall conclude, Burton, with this determination: 
Never to marry the woman who publickly avows her 
love for me to al! the world. 

family, 


With compliments to all the 
Belie ve me yours ever, 
EDWARD HILLGROVE. 
LETTER 
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LETTER XXXVII. 
— Eſj; to Colonel Bebville. 
My dear 


friend, 
M Emma is ſtill the fame angel I always thought 
her. But as I believe you never heard our little 
hiſtory, I will take the liberty of troubling you with 
it. 


About two years ago I was called by ſome buſineſs 
into Dorſetſhire, where, during my refidence at a 
friend's houſe for a few days, Ila a lite Walpole. 
was inſtantly captivated with her; and on enquiring 
who, and of what family the was? was inlormed that 
the was the only daughter of a gentleman lately de- 
ceaſed, who had leſt her a very fall tortune, but that 
ſhe had great expectations at the death of Mrs. Hare 
(her mother's fiſter) in whoſe care the was leit, and 
who was a widow with no children, but a very merce- 
nary woman. Pleaſed with this account, I determined 
to pay my addreſſes to Miſs Walpole ; and having 
aſked and obtained her aunt's permiſſion to viſit her, 
was received by the charming Emma in a manner that 
equally flattered and encouraged my hopes. 

I had piſſed near two months in Dorſetſhire, when 
I reecived a letter acquainting me that my brother, 
who was then living, was extr ill, and very de- 
firous of ſeeing me. Mrs. Hare I thought had for 
ſome time looked very coolly upon me; though at 
the ſame time I was not ſenfthle of having given her 
any offence : I thereſore took leave of Miſs Walpole 
with a heavy heart. | 

On my arrival in London, I found that my brother's 
phy ficians deemed it indiſpenfably nec for him im= 
mediately to procecd to the South of France ; and fo 
urgent was Charles with me to accompany him thither, 
that I was obliged to conſent. Before my » 

3 I ac» 
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T acquainted my dear Emma with the cauſe of my thus 
faddenly leaving England; however, ſhe never re- 
ceived my letter. 

The of climate producing no alleviation of 


my brother's complaints, which were of the conſump- 


tive kind, in about half a year after our arrival at Nice, 
bad the misfortune to Joſe him. During all this time 
I never received a line from Mifs Walpole, 
| I had y written to her. | 

As foon as I had paid the laſt duties to my brother, I 
1cturned to England, and immediately haſtened into 
Dorfetſhire, where, on calling at Mrs. Hare's houſe, I 
was informed by the family who then occupicd it, that 
che aunt was dead, and that they believed her nicee was 


s . 
nued to reſide till this winter, when I ” 
return to - You know what has 


Corc's laſt night, I * 8 
thi this morning. pon enquiring i 
weis at home, the fervant replied 7 
an 
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and inſtantly conducted me to the parlour, where ſhe 
ſat at breakfaſt. Upon the door being opened, I faw 
Miſs Meadows with two other ladies engaged very ear- 
neſtly in converſation with a gentleman ; fo earneſtly, 
indecd, that they did not at firſt perceive me ; but on 
Mifs Meadows turning her head, ſhe exclaimed, 
„% Heavens ! Mr. Walfingham ! I hope you are well, 
% Sir!“ On this the other two ladies turned round 
likewife, when one of them, whom I immediately 
knew to be Miſs Walpole, uttered a loud fhrick, and 
funk on the floor. I fled towards her, at the fame 
time exclaiming, 
% J once more 


her fine eyes, at the fame time ſaving, 
Sir, by another's Emma?!“ 
you not married ?” 

% You arc married, I believe, Sir?“ 
* No, by Heavens l n 
« No! how have I been deceived !” 
Mr. Thornton now interfered, and defiring us to be 
feated (for we were all ſtanding) propoſed that a mutual 
explanation ſhould take place between us. I immedi- 
ately comphed with the propoſal, and related the inci- 
dents I have before mentioned in this letter; after 
which I requeſted Miſs Walpole to favour myſelf and 
the company with her ſtory, which ſhe did in the fol- 
lowing conciſe manner: | 

«© Soon after you leſt Dorſetſhire, my Aunt received 
T2 __ contents of which ſhe took care to ſe- 
& crete me, though I ſuſpected it to be 
% hand- writing. A ſhort time afterwards he told me 
* ſhe had ſome bad news to communicate. On aſk- 
« ing what it was, ſheanſwered, that ſhe had received 
intelligence from a friend that Walfingham had 
married a girl whom he had lonz kept as his miſ- 
„ treſs, and that he was gone abroad with her. I 
F 4 cc heard 
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* heard no more, as I fainted away; and on being 
carried to my chamber, was unable to be removed 
from i for ſome weeks, ſo deeply was I affected by 
«© the thoughts of your treachery. On my recovery, 
* my Aunt, after congratulatins me on the happy 
eſcape I had had from connecting myſelf with a 


well as delicacy, adviſed me to give up all 


thoughts of you, and propoſed that we ſhould agree 
never ion your name; a propoſal to 
which I readily acceded, and which was rigidly ob- 
ſerved by both of us. In a few months aiterwards 
ſhe was ſuddenly ſeized with an indiſpoſition, which 
in a few hours rendered her ſpeechleſs. She ſee med 
«© very anxious to communicate ſomething to me, 
«© but was unable, and in a few hours expired. After 
taking poſſeſſion of the fortune ſhe had 
© me, I broke up houſe-keeping, and for ſome time 
«*« viſited about among my friends, till accident fortu- 
% nately leading me to this charming ſpot, I was fo 
00 with it, that I immediately determined to 
* make it my future reſidence, and have accordingly 
* lived here more than a twelvemonth.” 


ſee, my friend, I am at laſt in a fair 
as I truſt that Miſs Wal- 
delay our union, 


LETTER 


man who appeared to have ſo little ſenſe of honour 


| 

| 
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b 
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LETTER XXXIX. 
Miſs Waltel: to Miſs Dunbar. 


T length, my dear Mary, I entertain the hope 
being rewarded for all my paſt n—_—_— 
being united to the man who 14 long, and I 
fincerely, loved me. My poor Aunt—what a ſcene of 
— did ſhe act ! But moſt fincerely do I forgive 
the pangs ſhe has occaſioned me, and ſhe had 
time to implore forgiveneſs of her Creator. | 
Miſs Meadows leaves us next Thurſday. Miſs 
Thornton complains of the hardſhip of loſing both her 
friends together. I have ſome thoughts of inviting her 
to town with me, but fear it will not be in her 
to accompany me, as her father daily expects the re- 
turn of - his annual fit of the gout. hall moſt 
certainly, my dear Mary, inſiſt on your attending me 
to church. I propoſe to begin my journey on Sunday, 
and ſhall reach you o» dots, when I ſhall expe& 
to find you in readineſs. Walfingham fets off to mor- 
row for London to prepare every thing for ay 
tion. We ſhall pals the winter in town, 
to this place early in the ſpring, to improve it he 6s our 
relidence. 


count 
Walſfingham ſpeaks of Captain Hillgrove in the 
handſomeſt terms, and repreſents him as a moſt amia- 
ble character; all which, you may be ſure, pleaſes 
me not a little. The Captain is going to town with 
Mr. Belville, to be preſent at his nuptials with Lady 
Clara Fitzgerald. I am very defirous to ſee this faid 
Belville, having heard ſo much of him. W 
vities hun exceedingly, as he ſays Lady Clara is not 
the woman to make him happy. Mits Meadows 
calis far me to take a walk; the:ciore adieu, and be- 
lere me to be for the laſt time, 
Tours afſectionate lv, 
EMMA WAL. OLE. 
15 LE T- 
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LETTER X. 
2% Meadows to Miſe Thornton. 


ing 
y Clara arrived in town yeſter- 
Lady Caroline's immediately, and 


ſhall then onge more ſee Beſvlle, but intend it ſhall 
| laſt wine before he is married. Lady Caroline 


he is married to another. Lady CER 


One Clock in the Morn. 

I AMC juſt returned, my Juba, from the Earl of 

Balti „ and 26 ſleep forms to have ted my exen 
will write you an account of our viſit. 


We ſcund a numerous company aſſembled in the 
drawing-room when we entered, * were ſurpriſed 
not to ſee Belville among them. W 

Y 
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diately came up to ns, when Lady Caroline aſked her 
if ſhe did not expect the ? «© hd! yes, 
«© to be ſure (returned the giddy creature) ** is he 
„% not here?“ 

At that inſtant Belville entered, leaning on the arm 
of another gentleman ; hut how amazed was I to fee 
ſo total an alteration in him! His fine eyes have en- 
tirely loſt their luſtre, and his whole face has in one 
ſhort month undergone a complete metamorphoſis. 
He inſtantly advanced to the place where we were fit- 
ting, and after paying his compliments to Lady Clara 
and Lady Caroline turned to me. 

* I hope I fee Miſs Meadows well.” 

EEE 
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was equally polite and entertaining, and I ſhould have 
paſſed the time very agreeably, had not a triumvirate 


panied by a figh, Wr by 
my ſelft, as I obſerved Captain Hillgrove, who flood 
near me, examine me with a very curious inquiſiti 

cye. The Captain handed us to the carriage, and at 
the ſame time begged Lady Caroline s FG Wo 
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women of 


the injuſtice of de 
to all her ſex, I evaded his queſtion by 
I was unable to give my cpinien till J had ſeen her a 
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LETTER XII. 
Captain Hillgrave to Sir Charles Burton. 


— 1 


L, Burton, I have ſeen Miſs Meadows, and 
am almoſt as much in love with her as my 
friend Henry was, and I am afraid is ſtill. Good 
Heavens ! what a contraſt to Lady Clara, adorned with 
grace which woman need poſſeis, in mind, per- 
ſon and accompliſament. : 
When Belville firſt preſented me, I was ſtruck with 
her charming figure; but when I drew her into conver- 
fation (for poor Henry ſoon left us, unable to behold her 
without repining at his hard fate) the eaſy, elegant, 
ſenſible manner in which ſhe delivered her ſentiments 
on every ſubject delighted me, as I found none of 
that impertinent conceited wit which generally diſtin- 
the manners and converſation of our fr 
quality: in ſhort, ſbe, and ſhe alone de- 
ſerves Henry Belvifſe. I am inclined to think, too, 
#hat he is not quite indifferent to her, as ſhe was ſeized 
with ſuch a tremor when he addreſſed ker, that ike. 
could fcarcely return the compliments he paid her. 
The moment the leſt the room he aſked my opinion 
of her. Unwilling to nouriſh his 
my real ſentiments, and not chuſing to be guilty ot 
preciating a woman who riſes ſuperior 
replying, that 


ſon by delivering 
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ſecond time. Poor too plairly ſaw my evaſion 
was affected, and ſhaking his head, faid, 21 never 
„ intend, my dear Ned, to mention the lovely Jemima 
% more, except when neceflity compels me. I can 
«* conſtrue (continued he with a ſmile) very plainly 

„ the meaning of your anſwer, and will therefore 
* never again put your friendſhip and good - nature to 
* the teſt.” 

ee ſince, but py + 

ty of engaging in converſation, as ſhe 
— — 12 However. even in this 
fituation ſhe gave freſh cauſe for my admiration, be- 
having with ſo much caſe and modeft dignity, that I 
am certain not one of them could e a prefer- 
ence. As to that coxcomb Sir Cecil Mowbray, ſhe 
treats him with politeneſs and civility, as indced ſhe 
behaves to every one, and by that means acquires the 
eſteem of all. In ſhort, in my opinion, ſhe and Bel- 
ville were born for each other, though Deſtiny or Fate 
would ſeem to have placed inſuperabie bars to their 
union. 

The day after to-morrow Henry loſes his liberty. 
He affects to appear gay, but that his chearfulneſs is 
aſſumed and forced is too certain. 

Adicu, Burton, and believe me ever yours, 

EDWARD HILLGRGVE. 


LETTER XLII. 
Y Miſe Meadows to Miſe Thornton. 


. We ſneſlav Evening. 
HIS morning was married Colonel Belville to 
Lady Clara Fitzgerald. Her L. ad) th p called this 

wening to enquire after my hea'thz for you muft 

know, my dear, that having inſiſte d on my olficiating 

t the wedding as one of her bride-maids, I was 

Aged to promiſe her, or appcar particular. However, 


having 
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— ently pegs not to go, I was under the 
ty this morning of pleading an indiſpoſition, for 
which reaſon her Ladyſhip honoured 
above mentioned. She appeared to 
fpirits, and never looked handfomer. 

Lady Caroline, who attended for me as 
informed me, that Lady Clara went through the cere- 
mony with greater fortitude and recollection than Bel- 
ville; and added, that ſhe was very certain her Lady- 
ſhip was not the woman gf his choice. 

As Lady Caroline did not ſeem inclined to deſcend 
to particulars, and as I now found the indiſpoſition 
which I had counterfeited in the morning, to be r-2/ 
in the evening, I begged leave to retire to my cham- 
ber. I did not, however, go to bed immediately, as 


will perceive by the date of this letter, but 
ferred fireing down to give my julia 5 
narrative, which I ſhall not cloſe till to-morrow, when, 
if any other incidents worth relating occur, it ſhall be 


reſumed 
7 Her ever affectionate friend, | 
JEMIMA MEADOWS. 


LETTER Wm. 
Miſs Meadows to Miſe Thornton. 


with t 


IN CONTINUATION. 


Evening. 

HEN I went down to breakfaſt this morning 
(which I did with a full determination to he 
to be chearful) I found Lady Caroline fitting with Sic 
John Dudley, Mr. Darcy, and Colonel Molefworth. 
After paying my compliments to the company, I took 
my feat, and we entered into converſation : this, how- 
ever, was foon interrupted by the arrival of two female 


viſitors, a Miſs Manners, and a Lady ada 
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who were ſeated before Miſs Manners turning 
to me ſaid, 6 


words of the individuals who took part in it. 

Lady C. BZNSsoN. I am amazed, Ladies, at 
* what you ſay! Surely, you are mifinformed.” 

Sir Jonn DLEY. © Indeed, Ladies, I impli- 
* citly ſubſcribe to her Ladyſhip's opinion.” 

Lady Sus An and Miſs MANNERS. (teftily) I am 
* fure that what we affert is true. 

At that moment Caprain Hillgrove entered, and 
towing to the company advanced to me. 

Captain HiLtLGROVE. © | hope I fee Miſs Mea- 
* dows well.” 

Jzamina. © Very well, I thank you, Sir.—You 
are juſt come in time to defend the character of your 
friend Coloncl Belville.” 


Caftain 
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Caftain HittGrove. © I am always ready to . 
« defend thoſe I eſteem, Madam: but who, pray, 
« all:dzcs any thing againſt him?“ 

Colonel Moteswor ru. Why, it has been juſt 
4 aſſerted, Captain, that the Colonel has only at this 
& preſent time three ladies in keeping.” 

Cuttain H1LLGROVE. © Indeed! Belville keep 
* three miſtreſſes! Who could propagate ſuch a ſcan- 
% dalous ſtory I” 

Miſc Manxenrs. ** Lord ble's me! why, I had 
** it from Sir Charles Worſley, who told me he had 
4 it from Lady Betty Vincent.” 

Captain HiLLGROVE. © Then, Madam, I will 
% venture to affirm, that both Sir Charles Worſley 
« and Lady Betty Vincent told you an infamous 
« falſhood I will not pretend to fay that Belville ne- 
4 yer formed ſuch a connexion as has been alluled to, 
* for he has always been as partial to the fair ſex, as 1 
* believe it is known the ladies in general have been 
* to him.” a 


Here a conſcious bluſh ſuſfuſed the check of yous 


Lady Sus ax. Well, Fm amazed; for I heard it 
c as a fact: nay more, it was added, that he ſeduced 
« one of his miſtreſſes, who is a country girl, from 
« her friends; and that this made him fo unhappy 
* on his wedding Cay.“ 

Here I thought a figh ſeemed to eſcape the Captain. 

Captain HiLLGROVE (taking a han! of each). ** The 
«© tongue of ſcandal, my dear ladics, is ever ready to 
% calumniate thoſe who are innocent. For my part, 
« when I hear ſuch tales, I keep them within my own 
« breaſt, tilt by proper enquiry I am enabled to diſco- 
«© ver the truth. If the parties have been [ 
«© think it my duty to endeavour to clear them: it, 
« on the contrary, I find the report to be true, I ne- 
ver ſuffer it to ſpread further through my means; 


« well knowing, that the world are ever ready to ex- 


6c poſe thoſe faulcs in others, which perhaps they are at 


the 
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* the very ſame time committing themſelves. As to 
„my friend Belville, I have kaown him from child- 
1 hood : he was always of a much hvc her and ga) er 
turn than myſelf; but a heart more honeſt, liberal, 
and humane, never glowed in the breaſt of man. 
His purſe has been ever open to diſtreſs : in ſhort, 
few young men are poſſeſſed of more amiable or va- 
luable qualities. I will not pretend to foy that he is 
* without his faults (for, indecd, where ſhall we find 
* any one without ſome failings ?) but as to the 
charge of ſeduction, I am convinced that he is in- 
A __—_— of fuch a crime: indeed, I will venture to 
* arm, that he never attempt ed to obtain the afſec- 
tions of any woman till he was certain he could offer 
* his own in return. As to keeping a miſtreſs, I 
think I can with equal confidence aſſcit, that he 
* never had been addicted to that foily, as I have 
heard him always warmly condemn thoſe who at- 
* tached themſelves to women of that deſcription. He 
is now married; and I ſincerely wiſh him every hap- 
* pineſs the ſtate can afford.” 

Thus ended the Captain! And now, my Julia, 
re you not more than half in love with him tor thus 
whly defending his friend? I aſſure you that I am. 
Hut to proceed in my narrative: The two ladies ap- 
cared” to be confuſed and embarraſſed, and faid they 
mould never credit either of their authors in future; 
more company coming in, they ſoon after took 
ne Neir leave. | 
o Captain Hillgrove now drew his chair next to mine, 

7 
un 
o- 

[ 


nd was fo obliging as to admire my work (for I am 
orking a gown for Lady Caroline in tambour) which 
allure you profit ed not a little by the preceding con- 
ation. 
Indeed, Julia, this Captain is a great favourite of 
inc ; but I muſt mention one thing, viz. I always 
let ve he ſeldom it ever mentions Colonel Belville's 
without a figh, and that he avoids ſpeaking of 


— 1 
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Lady Clara as much as poſſible. This, you will per. 
* ay, is a fooliſh a wy to remark. It is ſo: 

entirely coincide with you in that opinion, and there- 
fore will think no inns of it. 

I had the pleaſure of a viſit from the amiable Miss 
Walpole yeſterday. She looks much better than ſhe 
did when I art ſaw her at The Wood, and appears to 
be in high fpirits. She told me that ſhe wrote to you 
on Mecnday, and that the wedding-day is fixed for 
next Tueſday. She hrought Miſs Dunbar with her, 
who ſeems deſerving of her friendſhip. Lady Caroline 
has juſt ſent for me; I muſt therefore hid you adieu 
for the preſent, but will reſume my pen in the 
morning. 


I TOLD you laſt night that Lady Caroline had 
ſummoned me, being deſirous of ſhewing me a card 
from Lady Clara Belville, inviting her Ladyſhip and 
myſelf to a ball and ſupper on Thurſday next. Thougſi 
I wiſh rather to avoid than meet the Colonel, yet | 
muſt accept the invitation, or a very rude. To 
be ſure, it may be impoſſible always ut I am inter- 
rupted again. 


Friday Evening. 

IT vas Lady Clara who enquired for me. Upon 
my entering the parlour, her Lady ſhip hegan to chide 
me for not having called upon her: but I will forgiv? 
% you (continued ſhe) if you 2nd Lady Caroline will 
« fill up a ſmall party I have engaged this evening.” 

] muſt beg your Ladyſhip to excuſe me (returned 
c I, for I have got ſuch a terrible cold, that I am to- 
& tally unfit for company.” 

* Lord, my dear, I am fure you look extremely 
c well; 'tis only a few ſelect friends. Poſitively | 
& will not be denied. Lady Caroline has conſented, 
cc and I inſiſt on your coming with her: beſides, child, 
| . 66 your 
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« your favourite will be there. Now I am ſure you 
« will.” So faying, away ſhe tripped, not giving 
me time to enquire who ſhe meant. 

I am fure I don't know whom ſhe means by my 
favourite, except it is Captain Hillgrove, and I am 
certain that ſhe never heard me fay whether I liked or 
diſliked him; for ever fince ſhe told Colonel Belville 
that I hated him, I have been very cautious of giving 
my opinion of any one in her Ladyſhip's preſence : 
however, go I muſt. Ah! my dear, I now wilk, for 
the firſt time in my life, to be my own mi 

| muſt again break off, my dear friend, to dreſs for 
my viſit; and as this letter is of a ſufhcient length, 


- ſend it off without adding any more, than that 
am 


LETTER XLIV. 
Miſe Walpole to Miſs Thornton. 


UESDAY next, dear Julia, is the day 
appointed for your friend to refign her liberty. 
Iwiſh I could perſuade you to take a trip to town and 
ke the ceremony performed. 
I have not yet ſeen Miſs Meadows, but promiſe my- 
elf the pleaſure of calling upon her to-day. 
Let me ſee—what other queſtions does 


your 

ſhip aſk ?—O ! have I ſeen Colonel Belville —I have, 
my dear, and I affure you that he deſerves all, nay 
more than we have heard of him; for I think I never 


ſaw a more handſome nor more ve face in my 
life. Walfingham introduced him yeſterday. He fat 
about half an hour, and then took his leave, not with- 
out prefling me very much to viſit his Lady. * 
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the ſhort time he ſtaid, I thought he appeared tathe: 


melanc holy. 

I have like wiſe ſeen Sir John Dudley, and think him 
very little inferior to Mr. Belville. 

Thus, my dear, I have given you my opinion of 
both the'e gentlemen, as you requeſicd ; at leaſt as 
far as my judgment of them extends. 

I am going to the Play to night, therefore muſt con- 
clude, or I ſhall not have time to pay my intended viſs 
to Mils Meadows, nor drefs before d ancr. 

Adieu, my dcar, 
And believe me yours, 


EMMA WALPOLE. 
LETTER LEV. 
Miſs M-alows te Miſs T harnton. 


3 Caroline and I went about ſeven yeſterda 
evening to Lady Ciara Belville's. On entering 
the drawing-room, we found her Ladyſhip at her 
harpſichord, with Sir Cecil Mowbray icaning on the 
back of her chair, and Colonel Belville and Captain 
Hillgrove ſtanding engaged very earneſtly in conver- 
ſation near the fire. As foon as the ſervant had an- 
nounced our names, Lady Clara inſtantly aroſe, and 
running to me exclaimed, ** There's a good girl! 
* But I thought you would come,” (at the fame time 
tappiag my ſhoulder) © aſter what I had ſa d to you 
this morning.” | 

} crlourcd, though I ſcarcelj knew for what, and 
replied, Indeed, my Lady, I don't comprehend 
4 you.” 

She only laugh'd, and on Lady Caroline defiring 
we might not interrupt her ſong, ran to her harpſichord 

in. 
be Colonel now advanced, and having paid his 
complimens to me, as he had before don: W 
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toline, with his uſual grace led me to a feat, and 
placed himſelf in another chair next to mine. We te- 
mained ſilent for ſome time: at laſt the Colonel oh- 
ſerving it was very cold, I replied in the affirmative ; 
and again we were filent : in ſhort, he ſeemed quite 
n a loſs for a ſubject of converſation, though I never 
before knew him to be deficient ; and on more 

coming in he took occaſion to leave his ſcat, and at- 
, W t:rwards affected to ſhun me during the whole evening: 
me Captain, however, ſupplied his place, though I 

thought his manner, too, was - grave and 

reſerved. 

I obſerved Lady Clara's behaviour with great atten- 
tion, and it pains me to inform you, that ſhe appeared 
the ſame giddy creature ſhe was before As 
to Sir Cecil Mowbray, on the entrance of more com- 
pany, he quitted her Ladyſhip to entertain me, as he 
thourht ; but as I was not diſpoſed to liſten to him, 
he ſoon left me, and attached himſelf to her Ladyſhip 
gain. In ſhort, I began to think there mult he < 
thing extremely formidable or forbidding in my appcar- 
ance, as the men ſcemed to avoid me, while the women, 
though ſeveral ſurrounded me, exchanged not a ſingle 
in Whilable with me. 

% Ihad not, however, ſat long in this diſagreeable ſitu- 
tion, when a tall thin man entered, who bowed to 
Lady Clara as he paſſed, but took not the leaſt notice 
of any other perſon. A young Lady who fat next me, 
d had hitherto obſerved a profound filence, now fud- 
lenly exclaimed, ** Lord ble%s me ! if there is not the 
Sil nt Man!“ 
I was juſt going to requeſt an explanation from her, 
en this remarkable perſonage advanced to the fire, 
tar which I happened to be ſeated, and ſtood for ſome 
noments with his back towards it, his eyes rivetted 
metimes on the ground, and ſomctim:s on me. This 
t a little diſconcerted me, you will readily ſuppoſe, 
the attention of the company ſeemed to be directed 
b to 


b 
1 
| 
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4% Madam.” 
40 It i is fo, Sir.” 


he, 
Captain Hillgrove had juſt uitted before he entered. 

| wes vers es e 
eyes of all the company were fixed upon us. At length, 
to my great relief, Colonel Belville cards ; 
which being immediately aſſented to, he advanced to 
n Upon my deſiring 
to be excuſed, he turned to the Silent Man, and re- 
peated the ſame queſtion ; when the latter bowed, but 
made no anſwer. The Colonel ſmiled, and walked 
away. 

'The whole company were now ſeated at the card- 
tables, except myſelf and my ſilent neighbour, and a 
general buz of Play alonc—afk leawe—ſpadille— 
„ manilie, and baſto”—took place of that taciturnity 
which had reigned on the entrance of this gentleman. 


I could not help — at this odd queſtion ; but 
replied, I have not, 

«© Do you know her, Madam? 

«© I have occaſionally feen her.” 
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% The—the—weather has been ,exceedingly cold 
for ſome time,” replicd he, inſtead of repeating his 
nn 
did not thin to anſwer him; itt; 
y ſcat, croſſed the room to Lady Clara's table: 
For Heaven's fake, Lady Clara, (exclaimed I) pray 
tell me, who is that mortal? 
« Lord, my dear, don't you know him? It is Mr. 
Mordaunt, who goes by the name of the Silent Man, 
as he very often enters a room full of company, and 
quits it again without ſpeaking a ſyllable. I really 
believe he has ſaid more to you this evening than 
he ever did to any woman before in his life. 
The cards being now dealt, put an end to our con- 
ration ; and not chuſing to return to my former 
at, as this fingular being ſtill kept his, I and 
the game. I had not been long thus engaged 
xe Sir John Dudley, Mr. Darcy, and Colonel 
pleſworth entered the room, and i en- 
aved me in converſation; when happening to men- 
bn a favourite air in the opera of ZOlmpiade, they 
intreated the favour of me to fing it. I perſiſted 
refuſing them for ſome time, till Lady Clara joining 
IP their requeſt, and adding, © Indeed, my dear 
in. Miſs Meadows, you —— be 8 willing to 
go oblige your friends, efpecially as the charming Pac- 
en — himſelf don't fing the air better than you 
by do,” I found it in vain any longer to reſiſt, there- 
ſat down to the harplichord, but acquitted myſelf 
ry indifferently 
During the whole time I was finging, Belville's eyes 
fixed upon me; and as I had never played or 
in his hearing before, his attention as well as the 
this WheAful filence of the whole company diſconcerted 
not a little : ver, he ſaid nothing, though 
ay oac elſe ho! me with the moſt flatteri 
mmendations; and I was returning to the table 
u before left, when Mr. Mordaunt advancing > 
wat 
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wards me, and taking my hand, ſaid, ** T have heard 
% many fine fingers, Madam, both in this countr 
& and in Italy, but never remember to have been ſe 
% much charmed by the powers of any voice as I have 
„% been by yours.” He then made a moſt profound 
bow, and left the room without taking the leaſt notice 
of any other perſon. To my great joy he uttered this 
extravagant compliment in 2 voice too low to be hear 
by any one except myſelf and Sir John Dudley, wt 
ſtood next me ; however, I did not eſcape the railler 
of Lady Clara, who congratulated me on the conqueit 
I had made of the Silent Man. I only fmiled, ant 
Lady Caroline making a motion to go, I readily af 
ſented, rejoiced to put an end to a viſit which had oc 
caſioned me no little embarraſſment and diſtreſs. 

As ſoon as we came home, we retired to our reſpec 
tive chambers; and as | found myſelf fleepy, I deterred 
giving my Julia an acconnt of my viſit till this morn 
ing. Remember, my dear, if you think my le 
tedious, it is your own fault, as you enjoined me te 
be circumſtantial. | 

Jam going to the Opera in the evening, where 
hope to fee or hear ſomething that will furniſh ſubjedt 
matter of entertainment or amuſement for the nc. 
letter you receive from 

Yours fincerely, 
JEMIMA MEADOWS, 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 


